The future Is in your hands
Make your voice heard

Multilingual Digital
Platform of the
Conference on the
Future of Europe

Interim Report
August 2021

© Kantar Public 2021



Disclaimer: this report is the sole responsibility of the authors
and does not reflect the views of the EU Institutions nor the
Conference on the Future of Europe.

Analysis carried out by Kantar Public.

© Kantar Public 2021

Conference
on the Future
of Europe



Contents

Contents

1. Introduction

2. Executive summary

3. Overview of contributions on the platform
4, Climate change and the environment

5. Health

6. A stronger economy, social justice and jobs
7. EU in the world

8. Values and rights, rule of law, security

9. Digital transformation

10. European democracy

11.  Migration

12. Education, Culture, Youth and Sport
ANNEX [: List of currently most endorsed and commented ideas per topic

ANNEX II: Methodology

© Kantar Public 2021

* X %
* *
* *
* *

* K

Conference
on the Future
of Europe

10
15
20
26
31
35
39
44
49
53
57
64



P Conference

* *

+ r|on the Future
* of Europe

I

1. Introduction

With the Conference on the Future of Europe, the
European Parliament, the Council and the European
Commission have created an opportunity for
European citizens from all 27 Member States to
engage in a debate on Europe’s challenges and
priorities in order to create together a Europe fit for the
future. As part of the Conference process, a
Multilingual Digital Platform (referred to in the following
as ‘the platform’) was launched on 19 April 2021
(futureu.europa.eu) and will remain live throughout the
work of the Conference.

The platform is a key component of the Conference; it
gives every EU citizen the chance to participate in any
of the 24 official EU languages. Citizens can put
forward their ideas, endorse other peoples’ ideas and
comment on them. It is also the place where everyone
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can share information on Conference events and
report on their outcomes. All contributions on the
platform are collected and analysed and serve as input
into the work of the European Citizens’ Panels and the
Conference Plenary.

The aim of this report is to give a first overview of
citizens’ contributions on the platform notably in view
of the European Citizens’ Panels, which will start their
work from mid-September. It covers findings on
contributions during an initial period from 19 April to 2
August 2021.

Given the early stage of the Conference, these
findings are in no way to be taken as predictive of the
outcome of the discussions on the platform. Further
reports and overviews of contributions will be made


https://futureu.europa.eu/

available in the coming weeks and months, as new
contributions are added over time to the platform.

When reading this report, it is also important to bear in
mind that the contributions on the platform represent
the views of the respective contributors and should not
be regarded as representing the views of European
citizens as a whole. They will be subject to further
discussion and assessment during the European
Citizens’ Panels and the Conference Plenary.

The analytical results are presented in the report
according to the topics defined on the platform:

— Climate change and the environment

— Health

— A stronger economy, social justice and jobs
— EUin the world

— Values and rights, rule of law, security

— Digital transformation

— European Democracy

— Migration

— Education, Culture, Youth and Sport

Bearing in mind the upcoming work of European
Citizens’ Panels, ideas mentioned on the platform
under ‘Other ideas’ have been placed under one of the
nine abovementioned topics, or several topics in case
of cross-cutting issues. For each topic, an overview of
the thematic clustering of submitted ideas and events
in themes and sub-themes is provided. A mind map
provides the visual representation of the content
analysis per topic by themes and sub-themes.
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Note on methodology

The main focus of this report is on a qualitative
analysis of the contributions on the platform. This
is done on the basis of ideas and comments of
contributors to deliver a broad overview of the
content of the platform. In practice, within each
topic a manual textual analysis and clustering of
the proposed ideas has been performed by a
research team, aided by a computer assisted
clustering tool. Subsequently, a summary of the
common themes and possible sub-themes has
been prepared. The cluster analysis into themes
and sub-themes takes place within the pre-defined
topics. This means that ideas cutting across topics
or ideas submitted by contributors under multiple
topics or under ‘Other Ideas’ may appear multiple
times in this report under the relevant topics. This
approach was chosen so as to give a holistic
perspective on each of the conference topics.

The grouping of ideas into themes and sub-themes
does not represent the volume of ideas or
comments made in relation to that topic. That
means that issues raised by a small number of
contributors also figure in this analysis if they
provide a new perspective compared to that of
other contributors. The aim is to provide a general
overview of the breadth and diversity of ideas
proposed on the platform currently, rather than
focusing on the relative support of the ideas or the
size of identified themes and sub-themes at this
stage.

Quantitative elements (number of ideas,
comments, endorsements, events) are
nevertheless mentioned in order to reflect the
current state of discussions on the platform,
including a high level of interest in or debate on
some ideas.

Please also note that in the analysis provided in
this report, the term ‘contributions’ refers to a
combination of ideas, comments and events, and
‘interaction’ to a combination of ideas and
comments.

Further details on the methodological approach are
provided in Annex II.



2. Executive summary

This report summarises the activity on the Multilingual
Digital Platform for the Conference on the Future of
Europe from its launch up to 2 August 2021.

In this period 19,679 contributions, were recorded on
the platform, with 6,115 ideas, 11,879 comments and
1,685 events covering all 10 topics. A clear peak in
activity can be noted around Europe Day (9 May).

The topics of European Democracy and Climate
Change attracted by far the highest volume of
contributions during this initial period, followed by the
open topic of ‘Other ideas’. All EU countries have
generated activity. When it comes to the profile of
participants, the representation of age groups is fairly
diversified, with 25-39 year olds being the most active.
Approximately 63% of contributors have identified
themselves as men and 15% as women. However,
around one-fifth of contributors have not provided
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information on their gender. In this regard, it should be
highlighted that organisations can also contribute to
the platform.

Climate change
and the environment

Contributors highlight climate change and its effects
and numerous environmental challenges and call for
concrete action to address them. The ideas can be
thematically grouped as follows:

— Pollution is defined as a major source of
pressure on the environment. Contributors



suggest measures to tackle global carbon
emissions, water pollution and light pollution;

— Transport is identified as a major source of
pollution by participants who want measures
to encourage the development and use of
alternative, eco-friendly transport. Various
formats of public transport are discussed
here;

— Under the theme of agriculture a strong sub-
theme is a call to eliminate the use of
pesticides. Other measures in relation to the
environment include the promotion of local
farming, biodiversity, vegetarian or vegan
diets and fair prices for farmers;

— Under the theme of consumption, contributors
call for stronger measures to address waste,
targeting both manufacturers and consumers.
Additionally, they call for measures to promote
more sustainable consumption in sectors
ranging from tourism, fashion to electronic
appliances;

— The halting of environmentally unfriendly
subsidies and the proposal of a sustainability
tax;

— Promotion of and investment in alternative
energy sources.

Health

The topic of health covers a wide variety of themes.
Contributors call for more harmonisation and
integration, also influenced by the experience of
COVID-19 and its impact. The main themes are the
following:

— More cooperation or even a strengthened EU
healthcare system, ensuring healthcare
access for everyone;

— The need for EU coordinated innovation and
investment in health research, particularly in
relation to the EU’s ageing demographic
profile;

— Means and measures to promote health
literacy, healthy lifestyles and diets as well as
a more preventative public health approach;
An assessment of the impact of COVID-19
and lessons to be learned.
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Stronger economy,
social justice
and jobs

Contributors stress the importance of Europe
becoming more inclusive and socially just, especially
in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally,
the contributors believe that the well-being of various
groups of people, especially the most disadvantaged
ones, is pivotal to EU's successful functioning and
further growth. The most prominent themes debated
under this topic are:

— Various taxation formats for a fair and
inclusive economy, such as tax measures to
ensure a fair competition between companies,
environmental taxes and a minimum EU-wide
tax to counter tax havens;

— Contributors consider that social security
measures are important to achieve social
justice. The Unconditional Basic Income is the
most frequently discussed idea;

— Suggestions to build a more inclusive, socially
just Europe, in accordance with the European
Pillar of Social Rights, such as social
protection measures, eliminating the gender
pay gap, LGBTI rights and representation;

— A common tax policy with European fiscal
reform for a more united European future,
including more EU own resources or a budget
independent from the Member States;

— Economic recovery, including concerns about
rising public debt in the EU, discussions about
the role of the European Central Bank, calls
for a review of the Stability and Growth Pact
and for an expansion of the Recovery Fund,
as well as support for local production and
local consumption to boost the EU economy;

— Working conditions with clearer rules for home
working (and also working from abroad),
shorter working weeks, ban on unpaid
internships;

— Specific measures to further facilitate labour
mobility within the EU and boost the rights of
mobile Europeans;

— Boost job growth by investing in innovation,
education and R&D.



EU in
the world

Overall, contributors call for a stronger EU presence in
the global political arena: in its neighbourhood policy
as well as in the relations with, for instance, African
and Latin American countries. Contributors to the
platform feel that the EU should be bolder in both its
exercise of soft and hard power. Ideas include:

— A more assertive foreign policy stance with
various means and mechanisms in order for
the EU to be valued and taken seriously on the
global political stage; this includes exerting
soft power as a partisan of multilateralism, but
also hard power, with much discussion about
common defence policy to be able to
intervene, but also dissuade and represent
geopolitical power vis-a-vis other global
powers;

— Creation of an EU army;

— Actions so that the EU is viewed with the EU
institutions acting as one in the global political
arena; a more visible presence, with Member
States ceasing internal competition between
each other. This ties in with the equally
discussed call elsewhere for a federal Europe;
and

— A common foreign policy with increased
powers for the European Parliament and a
rethinking of the unanimity rule.

Values and rights,
rule of law and
security

A substantial proportion of interactions under this topic
discuss what is described as the “dangers of the rise
of illiberal democracies” within the EU and the need to
protect EU values. The main themes and ideas are the
following:

— A group of contributors focus on what
constitutes EU values, with calls for greater
gender equality and discussions over the role
of Christian values;

— The protection of privacy in the rapidly
changing technological environment is
brought up often, as well as the need to return
to normality as soon as the COVID-19
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situation allows for it. There are also calls to
better protect LGBTI and to take the lead in
protecting animal rights;

— A number of concrete suggestions are made
on how to improve the protection of EU values
and the rule of law in the EU, as well as human
rights more generally;

— Under the security theme a number of
participants discuss the idea of an EU army,
and the need for closer cooperation on
internal security matters is raised.

9))| Digital
transformation

In general contributors stress the importance of
facilitating and establishing digital transformation
across a wide range of areas, from the economy to
health. However, they also highlight several
challenges related to digital transformation, such as
ethical considerations, GPDR shortcomings and cyber
threats. The main themes are the following:

— Digitalisation of the economy with measures
relating to cryptocurrency, and a call for a
digital euro;

— Means and measures to support digital
innovation, such as Artificial Intelligence and
boosting digital sovereignty. This covers a
diversity of  sub-themes:  sustainable
manufacturing, social media and platforms
that comply with EU standards in terms of
privacy, and more broadly building a
European digital ecosystem that s
competitive and open to the world, but that is
also safe and respects privacy;

— Digital skills for employees and support to
companies to adapt to digital transition;

— A cyber army to defend the EU against cyber
threats;

— Increasing the use of digital voting to make
voting more accessible, in particular in the
context of the pandemic. Some commenters
on the other hand call for caution in this area;

— Data privacy in the digital environment;

— Investing in digital education and digital health
in order to promote healthy and conscious use
of technology.



European
™ m, Democracy

Ideas under this topic cover a broad diversity of issues.
Contributors call for a restructuring of European
institutions or even a federalisation of the European
Union. Various suggestions call for increased citizen
participation and engagement. The most prominent
themes are:

— The topic of federalisation of the EU is
frequently raised, it is equally present in other
topics on the platform. Some participants
argue for decentralisation with greater power
for Member States;

— Institutional reforms are suggested, with the
aim of making the EU institutions more
efficient and transparent and bringing them
closer to the citizens. Contributions most
frequently suggest qualified majority voting
rather than unanimity in the Council and a
greater role for the European Parliament;

— Mechanisms to improve the participation of
EU citizens, by electing an EU President,
transnational party lists for European
Parliament  elections or transnational
campaigns. Other measures are suggested to
make citizen consultations and participation a
structural part of EU governance;

— Mechanisms and means to better engage EU
citizens and ensure that they are more
connected and better informed about the EU
and its decisions. Suggestions regarding
better communication, common EU media
platforms and fostering a European spirit also
appear in the topic of Education, Culture,
Youth and Sport;

— Mechanisms and means to protect democratic
values with regard to lobbying, corruption and
measures against governments violating
democratic principles.

&

" Migration

Interactions under this topic are polarised. It is the
most polarising of all the topics with strong voices
against any migration and others advocating for more
human rights centric migration policies. The
interactions can be divided into:
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— Those that object to migration towards the EU
and express their disagreement,
disappointment and feeling of threat to their
own cultural identity;

— Those who debate and suggest specific
measures and means to decrease migration
or various forms of controlled migration;

— Those who call for a migration policy
respecting human rights, with greater
solidarity and better integration;

— Means and measures to facilitate integration
and support the rights of permanent residents
in the EU.

Education, culture,
v youth and sport

Content under this topic is for the moment very
fragmented, including many diverse ideas with the
strongest focus on education and culture. The themes
under this topic are cross-cutting and also appear
elsewhere in the platform.

— For the moment, ideas relating to education,
culture and sport are mostly discussed as a
means of fostering the development of a
European identity and European citizenship;
this includes various proposals for promoting
exchange and interactions, such as through
the Erasmus Programme and inter-European
sport events;

— When it comes to education, contributors
mention the need to rethink education, with
increased  digitalisation, inter-European
educational mobility and the promotion of soft
skills;

— There is a strong emphasis on the role of
media and European journalism as well as
European productions in diffusing European
values and culture;

— The suggestion for a unifying, common
language is widespread across the platform in
various topics;

— In addition, ideas discussing specific actions
relating to youth and youth unemployment are
present in this topic.



3. Overview of
contributions on the
platform

: Overview of activity

During the period under review, in total 19,679
contributions were collected on the platform,
representing ideas, comments and events. The
activity can be broken down as follows:

— ldeas: 6,115
— Comments: 11,879
— Events: 1,685

Over the course of July daily contributions were at an
average of 89 ideas, comments and events submitted
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per day. This compares to an average of 111
contributions in June, 262 in May and an average of
308 contributions a day in April. Looking at the
trendline (see Figure 1), two peaks in contributions can
be observed. The first peak coincides with the launch
of the platform and a second peak occurred around
the inauguration of the Conference on the Future of
Europe on the Europe Day (9 May).

10



Figure 1 — Timeline indicating daily contributions (19/04/2021 — 01/08/2021)
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Prior to engaging with the platform contributors are
asked to provide information on their country of
residence, educational background, age, gender and
employment status. The data are processed
anonymously. As this information is shared voluntarily,
there are limitations on the insight that can be provided
on this basis and that are presented in the following.
For example, 27% of the contributions are from
participants who did not disclose their country of
residence.

All EU countries have generated activity, as can be
noted from Figure 2

Figure 2, which presents the total number of
contributions per country.

Figure 2 — Volume of contributions per country
(19/04/2021 - 01/08/2021)
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In order to paint a more detailed picture of the volume
of contributions in proportion to population, the figure
below gives and overview of the number of
contributions from each country per one million
inhabitants.

Figure 3 — Volume of contributions per country,
proportional reflection per 1M inhabitants
(19/04/2021 — 01/08/2021)
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Who engages in the
debate?

Around two-thirds of the people contributing to the
platform have identified themselves as men (62.7%)
and 15% as women. However, one in five contributors
(22%) did not provide information on their gender and
0.3% identified as ‘other’, so these figures only give a
limited view. In this regard, it should be noted that
organisations can also contribute to the platform.

The representation of age groups is currently fairly
diversified, with 25—-39 year-olds being the most active
age group in terms of contributions (26.1%), followed
by 55-69 year-olds (16.8%).

In terms of occupation, professional workers (17.4%),
students (15.7%) and managers (12%) are the most
active on the platform. Retired people are also fairly
active (9.9%). Manual workers (7.5%), self-employed
(7.3%) and unemployed people (2.5%) have been
relatively less active on the platform to date.

When it comes to education, people with higher
education have been very active (44%) in the period
between 19 April 2021 to 2 August 2021.
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Figure 4 — Age, gender, education and occupation
of participants (19/04/2021 — 01/08/2021)
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Trending topics in
Q terms of
contributions

Since the early months of the Conference the subject
of European Democracy has recorded the highest
level of contributions (ideas, comments and events)
(3,641), followed by Climate change and environment
(3,156). Contributions under “other ideas” are at the
31 place, followed by A stronger economy, social
justice and jobs (4t) and EU in the world (5%) (see
Figure 5). As stated earlier, the contributions made
under “other ideas” were distributed across the other
topics during the analysis. Some topics garner more
comments or ideas than others, for example, the topic
of Climate change and the environment has the
highest number of ideas (1,074). Similarly, the topic of
Education, Culture, Youth and Sport has a total of 261
events which is significantly more than under any other
topic.

Figure 5 - Contributions per topics on the platform
(19/04 -01/08/2021)
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4. Climate change
and the environment

The topic of ‘Climate change and the environment’ has
generated a total of 3,156 comments, ideas and
events since the inception of the platform (1,074 ideas,
1,798 comments and 284 events). The concept of
climate change and awareness of its effects underlies
a number of suggestions, with contributors highlighting
the numerous environmental challenges and calling
for concrete ongoing action to address them. The
ideas within this topic are diverse and can be grouped
in the following themes:

e Pollution
e Transport

e Agriculture
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e Consumption
e Subsidisation, taxation
e Energy

e Creating change in attitudes and behaviour

Pollution

Pollution is identified as a major source of pressure on
the global environment by contributors. A green
transition is discussed with a variety of solutions to
decrease pollution (see event). For instance, one of
the most endorsed ideas on the platform suggests that

15
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the EU should provide a strong and inclusive
governance approach where both workers and trade
unions are involved in the design and implementation
of adaptation policies at all levels. It is stressed that
the EU strategy to deal with climate change should
include concrete policy measures that maintain jobs
and protect workers’ health and safety as well as
active labour market policies and reskilling and
trainings to prevent job losses (see idea).

Several areas of pollution are discussed, with the
following sub-themes: emissions, deforestation, water
pollution, light pollution and plastic use.

With regard to emissions, one of the most discussed
issues concerns taxing emissions, more specifically,
to encourage businesses to lower their greenhouse
gas emissions by opting for cheaper renewable
energy sources, leading, in turn, to customers making
more sustainable choices (see example of idea).
Additionally, there is a call for the EU Emissions
Trading System (ETS) to be expanded.

A sub-theme of ideas concerns deforestation with calls
to invest in reforestation of Europe (see example of
idea) or globally to save the lungs of the planet,
namely, the Amazon rainforest and other world
rainforests, in order not only to slow down global
carbon pollution and save species, but also to reduce
migratory pressures on Europe (see example of idea).

On the sub-theme of water pollution, there is a strong
emphasis on the need to ensure the future security of
drinking water resources and clean ecosystems (see
event). Moreover, there are concrete proposals for
combatting rising ocean levels and river pollution (see
example of event). One of the ideas suggests to create
facilities for recycling plastics taken out from rivers and
oceans (see idea).

Lastly, some ideas on the platform want to limit light
pollution (see example of idea).

% Transport

A large group of ideas under the theme of transport
focuses on the relationship between transport and
pollution. Some of the suggestions listed below
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concern changing the transport system in order to
reduce pollution.

Ideas submitted on the platform to change the
transport system call first and foremost for a ban of
short-distance flights in the EU in order to reduce
pollution (see example of idea). Contributors highlight
that the pandemic has already led to a shrinking
aviation industry.

In general, there is strong support for public transport
systems in Europe to be improved (see example of
idea) as more environmentally friendly alternatives to
short-distance flights. Specifically, a common
European railway network is widely discussed (see
example of idea). One contributor proposes the Euro
Trainscanner search engine to make travelling by rail
more attractive (see idea) and another suggests
introducing an integrated EU ticket and making it free
of charge in cities (see idea).

Other ideas concern a common cycling network,
proposing, for instance, an extension of cycling routes
or the creation of a Europe-wide cycling junction
network (see example of idea).

Another pool of ideas focuses on innovation and the
development of electric vehicles, such as cars and
bicycles, and their integration into the current
environment, for example by providing for a charging
station network (see example of idea).

On the question of the decarbonisation of transport
and more environmentally friendly transport, the
participants also emphasise the importance of cross-
border projects to foster shipping and rail transport
(see example of idea). There is also a call to develop
programmes to encourage R&D and innovation, in
order to produce means of transport, both public and
private, individual and collective, that are non-polluting
and 100% energy self-sufficient (see example of idea).

6o

Under the theme of agriculture, the concept of
ecological farming and more small farms (see
example of idea) is fairly frequently advocated by
contributors, with calls for the use of pesticides and

Agriculture
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intensive farming to be banned (see example of idea).
Some contributors go even further, suggesting that the
ban should be extended to private use: while farmers
must document their use of pesticides, there is no
such requirement for private garden owners, who can
legally purchase such products, and are often
unaware of their harmful effects (see example of idea).

Other ideas suggest that the EU should do more to
promote a plant-based diet on the grounds of climate
protection and the preservation of our environment.
Some contributors add ethical concerns to motivate
such action (see example of idea). This is also
addressed under the Health topic.

The need to ensure food sovereignty and security by
promoting local farming is also strongly emphasised
by contributors (see example of idea). Local farming
could be promoted, for example, by creating food belts
around cities, requiring fruit trees to be planted in
urban areas, supporting the acquisition of land by
producers and farmers by limiting the price of such
land, requiring part of the rooftop space of public
buildings to be used for urban agriculture, limiting
housing pressure on agricultural land (see idea).

Additionally, contributors want to promote biodiversity
in Europe, for example, by concrete measures such as
green roofs (see example of idea).

Lastly, there is a discussion about the income of
farmers, with some contributors calling for farmers to
receive a guaranteed income through fair prices
instead of subsidies (see example of idea).

/ N\

T}

Within the theme of consumption, there is a general
call to change the current system of the mass
consumption of goods and services (see example of
idea). Some contributors go even further by proposing
to have quotas for maximum consumption and
production (see example of idea).

Consumption

A number of contributors on the platform point to the
considerable volume of waste produced and propose
several measures to avoid and combat such waste,
such as recycling (see example of idea), opting for
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zero or low waste product packaging in order to
decrease the negative impact on the environment (see
example of idea). In addition, there is a strong call to
stop imports of products that cause tropical
deforestation (see example of idea).

The second strand of ideas advocates a more
advanced product labelling system (see example of
idea) that would detail the environmental impact of
production or indicate whether the products contain
microplastics and thus have a negative long-term
effect on the health of consumers (see example of
idea).

The third strand revolves around the fast fashion and
the textile industry, with the aim of making it more eco-
friendly; contributors highlight the huge quantity of
resources used in the production of clothing and that
clothes are often unsuitable for recycling (see example
of idea).

Additionally, participants highlight the need to promote
green and sustainable tourism instead of mass
tourism, since the latter is considered to have a
considerable impact on natural and cultural resources
(see example of event).

A last group of comments and ideas under this theme
expresses concerns about the waste generated by
new electronic appliances, and calls inter alia for an
increased mandatory warranty for them and the need
to ensure reparability (see example of idea). Some
participants also want energy consumption to be
limited - especially since electricity is largely produced
with fossil fuels - by imposing a monthly quota of
electricity for consumption, with the surplus being
taxed (see example of idea).

Subsidisation,
taxation

Within this theme contributors call for a halt to
environmentally unfriendly subsidies, such as harmful
fishing subsidies (see idea) or fossil fuel subsidies
(see idea). Similarly, suggestions advocate increasing
subsidies for biodiversity and climate change projects
that would lead to a long-term positive outlook.
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Contributors also propose introducing a sustainability
tax (see example of idea) that would make
unsustainable products more expensive, thus making
such products less attractive for both consumers and
producers. Moreover, it is considered to provide the
EU with additional revenue to invest in sustainability.

i
Contributors on the platform suggest boosting both the
small-scale and large-scale use of renewable energy,
as well as limiting the use of nuclear energy, or,
alternatively, developing safe nuclear energy and
using it in countries and places where it is not possible

to use renewable energy sources (see example of
idea).

Energy

Additionally, the second most endorsed idea since the
launch within the topic of climate change calls for a halt
to all fossil fuel subsidies (see example of idea).

Simultaneously, there is a call to investigate
alternative sources of energy (see example of event),
such as thermonuclear fusion, geothermal energy or
hydrogen that would contribute considerably to energy
diversity (see example of idea). However, contributors
emphasize that even alternative sources, such as
wind energy, should be accepted by local populations
and that it must be ensured that they have a positive
impact on the biodiversity, human beings and
landscapes (see example of idea).

Creating change in
= attitudes and
behaviours

Another focus is on education and raising awareness
among Europeans of all generations (see event).
While most of the ideas address the education of
young people (see example of idea), there is also a
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call to engage older Europeans with climate change
initiatives, especially because of the increasing
population ageing in Europe (see example of idea).
Additionally, some contributors stress the need to
promote eco-responsible communication by the
European institutions. For instance, they propose to
develop communication kits on "how to be an eco-
responsible  European" and to  strengthen
environmental education in order to create
neighbourhoods responsible for the environment (see
idea).
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Figure 6 — Mind map ‘Climate change and the environment’ topic
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5. Health

Under the topic of health contributors address a wide
variety of themes. They suggest more harmonisation
and integration at European level; this is also
influenced by the experience of COVID-19 and its
impact. This topic has generated 1,018 contributions:
392 ideas, 576 comments and 50 events. The main
themes explored under this topic are:

e Integrating EU healthcare systems
e Healthcare access for everyone

e Healthy ageing

e Healthy lifestyles

e Responses to COVID-19

e Prevention, rather than intervention
e Health in a digitalised era

e Health research

e Sexual and reproductive health

e Other ideas

© Kantar Public 2021

Integrating EU
healthcare systems

Participants on the platform advocate closer
cooperation among Member States to strengthen
European healthcare systems in various ways. ldeas
include pooling knowledge and capacities by, for
example, allowing intensivists to move freely and take
care of critically ill patients across the EU (see idea),
standardising pre-hospital emergency care (see idea),
recognising carer qualifications across the EU (see
idea), setting up a European hospital for rare diseases
(see idea) and improving legal regulation on
transplantation to create a unified transplantation
coordination system (see idea).
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Accordingly, discussions underline the need to equip
the EU with more emergency competences and
powers in the area of public health through a revision
of the Treaty of Lisbon (see example of an idea).
These suggestions are most often put forward in
connection with how Member States dealt with the
COVID-19 pandemic and the related shortage of
medical equipment, the challenges of vaccine
development and joint vaccine purchases.

Healthcare
for everyone

access

Ideas put forward regarding healthcare access
support the introduction of a European medical
insurance scheme (see example of idea and idea).
The idea of de-privatising the healthcare industry is
also put forward as a way to make healthcare
affordable for all (see idea). On a different note, a
further idea to make healthcare practically more
accessible to everyone is that of expanding the mobile
health system, in the form of health buses which would
facilitate high-speed and low-barrier access to medical
systems (see idea).

’ Healthy ageing and
anti-ageing

In light of the ageing populations in Europe, citizens
highlight the importance of good health during the
“silver age”. One highly endorsed and commented
idea promotes science-intensive healthy longevity
research and technologies (see idea), such as
rejuvenation therapies and clinical trials in this field
and implement effective legal, budgetary, regulatory
and institutional commitments, with the objective to
increase healthy life expectancy in the European
Union.
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One citizen raises the potential of rural areas as hubs
of innovation for healthy ageing strategies, as these
“struggling areas” are generally more densely
populated by elderly citizens and the quality of
healthcare is not as high as in urban areas, therefore
requiring innovative solutions (see idea). Taking the
topic even further, one citizen advances cryonics as
an opportunity to delay care until a cure is found, by
freezing terminally ill people (see idea).

or
Healthy lifestyles

Several ideas underline the importance of healthy
diets, with many citizens suggesting that the EU
should promote vegetarian diets (see idea) because of
their health and environmental benefits. In this
context, one idea is to increase taxes on meat while
reducing VAT on healthy foods (see idea). Further
contributions call for an investigation into the effects of
emulsifiers (see idea), for a ban on artificial
transfats (see idea) and regulation of agricultural
techniques impacting nutrition and health, such as
antibiotics in intensive farming (see idea). Similar
ideas are also brought up under the topic of Climate
change and the environment.

The idea of integrating natural remedies in medicine is
widely discussed on the platform (see example of an
idea). Specifically, contributors suggest that non-
medicinal interventions can demonstrably benefit the
health and autonomy of patients (see example of an
idea). One citizen also highlights the benefits derived
from northern berries with high antioxidant content in
enhancing cancer treatments (see idea). Similarly,
alternative therapies are suggested, such as
sylvotherapy to counter stress, burnout, depression
and anxiety (see idea).

Support for promoting health literacy (see idea) and
instilling health-related practices from an early age, as
a key factor to a healthy lifestyle are also proposed on
the platform (see idea). For example, several citizens
point to the need to discourage tobacco consumption
at European level, by increasing the price and
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